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be offended, I have Reafon to think that my Unfkiltel- 
nefs in and Unworthinelfs of the great Honour God has 
put upon me,in making me theFather of many /prritwal Chil 
dren, has prejudic’d many Perfons againft it. ‘Yet there was 
fo much Purity, Prudence and Care in the Conduct of the 
Subjedts of this Grace, and fo hitle Irregularity for tour or 
five of the firft Months, that the moft Prudent Oble@ving and 
Judicious have mention'd it to me withWonder andPleafure, 
as well as with Thank fulnets to ¢ sod, that they cou d oblerve 
nothing worth the Norice of any tho’ watching to find 
an Occafion. But towards the latter End of the Summer | 
obferv’d feveral Things that fome Perfons were dilpoted to, 
which fained the Puritw, and bindred the Proere’s of the Re- 
formation. The vaft Ffeem we had of Mr. Duwewtert, in 
fome Meafure prepar'd us to have a better Opin 
Condu@ when he came among us; tho’ I don’t remember 
that any of us were pleas'd with all his Meafures. S me 
Things which I have heard of hi« practicing in other Places . 
I] know nothing of his practicing bere. "Twas fan that he 
judg’d of Minifters, by Name, as unconverted, in a pub « 
Manner, but that 1 knew not of then, tho’! heard hm do 
it in one Inftance fince that Time "Twas fard that he uled 
ftrange Methods to fcare People into Fits, and dai not take 
Pains to inftruét their Minds ; but Lean’t charge bem with 
any fuch Thing among us. I heard him preach feveral Ser- 
mons which were as inftrudtive and fearching as amy Sermons, 
Vv perhaps 
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perhaps, that ever I heardin my Life. His Zeal was great, 
and fo did his Charity appear to be. Yet I have fometimes 
tho’t that his coming over to the A/ain that Summer of gene- 
ral Concern was the 0: -cafion of much Hurt. Befure I have 
repented my exchanging Pulpits with him : many Prejudices 
were ftir’d up and increas’d againft the Revival of Religion 
thereby. But afterall I {ee no more of a Fault in that than in 
Miniiters admitting him into their Pulpits: nor could that be 
deem’d a Matter of public Complaint when he was ina good 
Standing with all the Churches.---And tho’ he did, I believe 
mifs it greatly in fome Points, and greatly prejudice Perfons 
againft Religion, yet it muft be acknowledg’d that he was 
made a great Blefling to many Souls; but e/pecially to the 
Mohegan and NahauntucTribes of Indians. ‘Tho’ much Pains 
had been taken to win them to embrace the Gofpel be- 
fore, yet nothing feem’d to have any confiderable Effet ’till 
‘Mr. Davenport came among them: But the Pains he took 
were eminently blefs’d to incline them to receive Inftruction, 
and to awaken a great Concern in many about their eternal 
Welfare. I greatly loved him for his eminent Piety but I can’t 
juftify all hisMeafures. Efpecially his encouraging Perfons in 
a Lay Capacity to fet up as the Heads of public Affemblies ; his 
encouraging feperate Meetings, and the great Weight he laid 
upon /mpreffions made upon the Mind by Texts of Scripture 
about future Events.--- Yet I think none of our new Con- 
verts actually fell in with thefe Principles, except that of fepe- 
rate Meetings, and they were but few. There feem’d to be 
a Lif? in the Minds of fome few towards the other two for 
fome Time. They argu’d for them : and fo did I argue for 
that of Impreffions fometimes, tho’ my Judgment never gave 
in tothem: but thefe Things had a bad Influence: they fet 
Men to controverting,& turn’d their Minds off from the main 
Bufinefs, and Men grew exceeding jealous of every Thing 
that had the leaft Look towards any Thing of the Nature of 
Lay-Exhortations ; even the Exhortations that are incumbent 
upon al] private Chriftians were fufpected, and objected a- 
gainft. And fo of feperate Meetings. ‘The Notion of a fepe- 
rate Meeting was fo odious that the Spirits of Men were en- 
tag’d thereby ; and the End Mr. Davenport had in them,was 
mifreprefented. | attended one of them he held among us ; 
and am perfuaded that there was much of the gracious Pre- 
fence of God with many Chriftians that Day. Much *. the 
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Time was fpent in Prayer; and the Exhortation he cave 
Chriftians were good : I obferved nothing but what was re- 
verent and devout: But the Praétice, I think, is wronz for 
us, and therefore I never attended another among us to this 
Day : nor indeed has thePractice prevail’d. Another Thin 
that fome few Perfons were blam’d for, was their Laughing 
at Conferrences, and religious Meetings. This Practice was 
but rare, and the Inftances very few ; and fcarce any ap- 
prov’dit. Indeed I don’t remember that any one of our new 
Converts juftify’d it : but whether they did or not; it 
was true of two or three, feveral Times ; and created much 
needlefs Difcourfe and finful Prejudice.---Some few alfo, who 
had remarkably clear Converfions themfelves, have been ready 
to think that if every one was not carried along in the fame 
Manner, and as powerfully as they had been, they might not 
make up a Judgment of Charity in Favour of them.----Ano- 
ther Thing that has been offenfive is that Perfon under high 

iritual Difcoveries have feveral Times fpoke out in Time of 
publick Exercifes in theHoufe of God. Indeed none of them 
pretend to juftify their fo doing, that I have heard ; but they 
tho’t it wou’d be as little Interruption to others, and as in- 
offenfive as their crying out, or groaning out with a loud 
Voice which they cou’d not refrain from. < 

Thus, Sir, I have given you as juft an Account of the 
Things that have been amifs, on the Part of our netu Converts, 
asIcan; and alfo on the Part of thofe that have been under 
Convictions ; except fome Things I fhall mention when I 
confider other Things with which the late Subjeéts of the 
Work inthe Land are charg’d in general. I perceive that 
there are great Complaints of vaf Iniquities, Error, Diforder 
and Enthufia/m generally prevailing among the new Converts 
in the Land. And whatever of this Nature has been open a- 
mong us I don’t defire to hide : But I hope theComplaints are 
generally groundlefs, and Things have been mifreprefented. 
No People, | believe, have had a larger Share of fuchCharges 
than thofe of this Place: and knowing that the Complaints 
are generally without Grounds here, I wou’d perfuade myfelf 
that they are generally fo in other Places. Indeed, their has 
been that among us which an Arminian wou’d brand with very 
biack Marks; but a Cahkuniff that has really felt tee Power 
of the Gofpel upon his Heart wou’d approve. 
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The new Converts are reprefented as guilty of mon/fruous 

Uncharitablene/s and rafh judging. Some among us, I think, 
have been to blame in their judging of the State of others : but 
the Error has been chiefly on that which is call’d the charita- 
ble Side. Pretty much as it has been common in fomePlaces 
where Relations have been offer’d by Perfons in Order to 
their Admiffion to Communion : If Perfons cou’d fay any 
Thing a/mof, about a divine Influence upon their Souls, at 
once they were ready to vote them converted. But gene- 
rally fpeaking there has been a greatReformation of that Evil : 
Our new Converts, as far as can obferve, are very prudent 
on that Account: they /u/pend giving any Judgment at all, 
on either Side, before they have that which they think is the 
Amount of two Witnefles. They don’t judge of theirNeigh- 
bours to be unconverted as the Country has been amus’d (and 
as, I fuppofe, Mr. Davenport did fome Minifters) unlefs the 
Courfe of their Life is manifeftly carnal or. vicious. But as 
we don’t look upon ourfelves bound to judge a Man converted 
becaufe he is a Profeffor, and orderly in his Lite, (efpecially if 
he declares himfelf unconverted, and by Difcourfe feems to fhow 
himfelf a Stranger to Chrift) fo neither do any,that I know of, 
allow themfelves to judge a Man unconverted, who is a Pro- 
Sefer, and of a good Life and barmle/s Converfation in his 
general Courfe. Nor can I think that Men ought to be tax’d 
with ra/b judging and Promoters of Strife and Contention, 
meerly becaufe they /u/pend their Judgment, where they 
have nothing but a Man’s Life and Profeffion as a Teft of his 
goodEftate, ¢/pecially in a Place where it has been thePractice 
to receive Perfons into the Communion of the Church, under 
a Notion that the Lord’s Supper is a converting Ordinance. 
Who made me a Judge ; or gave me Power to conclude this 
or that Man who was born in Sin, is now converted, but in the 
Mouth of twe or three Witnefles to eftablifh fuch an Opinion 
in me. 

The Country has alfo been ftrangely amus’d with a Notion 
of Trances, Vifions, extraordinary Muiffions, and immediate 
Revelations. It has been reprefented as tho’ thefe were com- 
mon among the new Converts. I have had a very exten(ive 
and per fonal Acquaintance with the Converts in the late Sea- 
fon of Grace ; and among the Thoufands that I have con- 
verfed with, I have not met with aScore that pretended to any 
fuch Things : Yea, I doubt of Half that Number to be found 
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jn all the Churches of this Government ; but however there 
may be one Iuftance of this Nature, among a Thou/and that 
are not chargeable therewith, we have been free from them, 
and, I hope, ever fhall. 

Have Patience with mea little, Rev. Sir, and I will adone. 
---’ Tis infinuated as tho’ the Subjects of the late Work, were 
generally chargeable with Error in the Doctrines they hold ; 
and thofe among us have been as feverely charz’d on that Ac- 
count as any, perhaps, in theCountry. Therefore, I may be 
allow’d to clear off that Imputation fo far as they are innocent. 
I don’t know of an Inftance among our new Converts, but 
what abhors Arminiani/m on the one Hand, and Antinomiani/m 
onthe other. They evidently di/approve all thofe Do€trines 
that lead to Licentioufnefs, by bighly approving fuch as incul- 
cate Holinefs. They manifeftly difike thofe Doétrines that 
tend to exalt the Creature in his own Conceit, by the P.ea/ure 
they take in thofe that eftabiith the ab/olute Sovereignty of 
God.---’ Tis true, {tnce we have been told that there is a con- 
fiderable Harmony between the Principles of newConverts and 
fome People that were Pefts to the Churches a little more than 
an Hund:ed Years ago, there has been much Art ufed to re- 
prefent that tobe the Cafe with us: But Salvation is of the 
Lord ; and I truft, he will fave us from thefe groundlefs Im- 
putations. Arife, O Lord, lift up thy felf : awake'for us to 
‘Judgment that thou haft commanded,---and we wiil praife the 
Lord according to bis Righteoufnefs and fing to the Praife of the 
Lord moft bigh.---- 

One Complaint is that unconverted Minifters are incatabls 
of being /n/iruments of theConverfion of others. ThisDo¢trine, 
I never met with more than one that wou’d own it as his 
Opinion : and he does not belong to thisPlace. I’m of Opi- 
nion that fome two or three Perfons wenta little too near 
fuch a Do€trine, but as to our mew Converts the Miftake was 
foon rectified.---Yet, tho’ we don’t hold that faving Grace 
is neceffary to the Being of the Miniffry, fo that if he who is 
unconverted fhou’d adminifterOrdinances, his Adminiftrations 
wou’d be a Nullity ; our mew Converts and many others a- 
mong us are of Opinion that the Cafe of a Perfon is very fad 
indeed, not only when their Minifter has not a good Stock 
of humane Knowledge, or when he is erroneous in his Princi- 
ples, or is not of aged Life and Converfation, but alfo when 
he has mot experienc’d a Work of faving Grace upon his own 
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Soul ; and that for this plain Reafon, viz. Becaufe unexpe- 
rienc’d Minifters will be very unlikely to encourage the 
Power of Godlinefs, and very likely to keep their People eafy, 
(i.e. ufe their Endeavours to do fo) with the dull Form of 
Religion. If thisOpinion is erroneous, we are fallen into an 
Error : but not one that is to be reftrained to that Time of 
the Church only wherein People pefter’d thefe Churches with 
their Errors an HundredYearsago. The Doétrine has been 
handed along from one to another unto this Day : and we 
have two eminent Divines that are now before me, of the 
fame Way of thinking ifI can underftand them, viz. Mr, 
Willard, vid. his Difcourfes upon the 32d P/alm, Pages 416. 
to 419. and Mr. Stoddard, vid. hisBook intitled, The Benefit 
of the Gofpel to the wounded in Spirit, Pages 36 to 43, & 49. 

We have none among us that withdraw from Minifters 
undera Notion of their being unconverted ; but fome have de- 
clin’d hearing fome Minifters that have preach’d among us, 
becaufe they had heard that they were generally cavilling a- 
gainft the extraordinary Work. 

Nor do I know of any one of our mew Converts that are 
chargeable with de/pifing human Learning ; flighting Schools 
or Colleges ; fo depending upon the Spirit as to make it a 
Shelter for Idlenefs, or a Negleé of the diligent U/e of Means, 
or to refleét Difhonour upon the written Word of God. 

Another Error complain’d of is, that the new Converts hold 
that A/furance is of the E/fence of faving Faith ; and that none 
are converted but fuch as know themfelves converted. I 
never met withan Inftance among us of this Opinion, and I 
believe twill be difficult to find more than one in theCounty. 
”Tis true there are many that think Affurance is not fo rare 
among true Chriftians, as fome have imagin’d, and that Per- 
fons who are converted at adult Age, do know of particular 
Times when they have undergone eminent Changes: but 
none that I have met with make a neceflary Conneétion be- 
tween juftifying Faith and Affurance, or a Man’s Converfion 
and the Knowledge of his being converted. 

When fhall I have done ? Do they villify good Works 
too ? This has been charg’d upon us as well as others, no 
doubt. And thus far is true that fome few have fpoken of 
Works before Juftification in unfuitable Language, and a 
bold Manner of Expreffion: but even thefe Inftances have 
been rare, and are, I think, reform’d. But as to good 
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Works confider’d in a Gofpel Senfe, I know of none of our 
new Converts but {peak highly of them, infift upon them as 
neceflary, and,in their general Courfe, are careful to practice 
them. They feem to have a godly jealoufy leaft they fhould 
at any Time, fubftitute good Works in the Place of Chrift ; 
but thev feem to be faved from their Sins, and to be zealous 
of good Works. 

Since I have gone fo far, fuffer me to mention one Thing 
more,our new Chri/fians are charg’d with denying Sanétification 
to be the Evidence of a juftified State. If any one has plead- 
ed for fuch a Tenet in the Face of the World, let him anf- 
wer for himfelf. 1 dare venture to deny that it is the Princi- 
ple of any of the mew Converts fo far as | know their Opinion 
of fuch a Principle ; and have often heard many of them a- 
mong us fpeak freely to the contrary. Indeed, if to hold that 
theKnowledge of Grace comes by dntuition, and cannot be had 
by obferving the external Conduct ; if to fay Men muft know 
their Love,Refignation to God, and Devotednefs to Chrift by 
feeing theOperations of their own Minds, is denyingSan&if- 
cation to be theEvidence of Juftification ; then we have many 
that deny it, and have the GREAT SHEPARD, WILLARD, 
SroppARp and others on our Side.---But I have not, to my 
Remembrance, met with one of the new Chriffians, that pre- 
tends a Man may know himfelf to be juftified in any other 
Way than by knowing himfelf to be fanétified. 

I have now given you, Rev. Sir, as faithful Accounts of 
the Glory of divine Grace ng us, and the bad Things ob- 
fervable in any of the Subjects of it, even where thelnftances 
were rare, as 1am able, in fo few Pages. I might have de- 
fcended into many Particulars,and told of many Seafons when 
the Grace of God has been eminently difplay’d, which I 
omit, that the Account might be the lefs tedious. And with 
Refpect to the Mifreprefentations of Things here, I need not 
take up your Time at prefent, becaufe I expeét, by the Will 
of God, to publifh them in another Paper, if ever I fhou’d 
come down to Bo/fon. 

Yet I can’t willingly have done, without obferving that 
Out-cries in our Affemblies have been many Times brought 
forward by the Miniftry of thofe that were look’d upon 
Oppofers of the Work. I will give one or two Inftances out 
of many. One of my reverend Brethren, who never thought 
it a Difhonour to be reckon’d among the Number of thofe 
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that all along difapprov’d of Out-Cries,and has preach’d againft 
them, andI think fufficiently fhown his diflike, told me, 
that he was preaching for a Minifter abroad, upon the Sab- 
bath, andthat he fpake with his ufual Moderation ; and 
that it was among a People where there had never been any 
Out-Cries, and yet under one or both of his Sermons, the 
Affembly was full of them. I inquir’d of him what he tho’t 
of the Perfons that cried out under his Preaching, and he told 
me that he did not doubt but that their Diftreffes arofe 
from a clear regular Senfe of their Sin and Danger. Why 
he fhould {cruple that to be the Caufe of Out-Cries under the 
Preaching of other Minifters, | know not. --- Another who 
was then look’d upon an Oppofer, was preaching a Sermon 
for me, (and that [I heard and faw the Effcéts of) and in his 
Sermon he fet the Nature of /piritual Convidtions and the 
Danger of grieving the Holy Spirit in an excellent Light. 
Under this Sermon there were many cried out in very great 
diftrefs. Every Sentence, almoft feem’d like a Sword in the 
Bones. But towards the Conclufion he told the awaken’d, 
that if they did what they cou’d in the Ufe of the appointed 
Means, they need not fear; for God had bound himfelf 
by Promife, to the Endeavours of Men in a natural State ; 
or Words of that Import. And this Piece of Doctrine as 
fenfibly check’d the Cries of the Diftreffed, as the former 
Truths brought them forward. Thefe Effeéts, I tho’t, were 
not the weakeft Arguments of their rifing and falling from the 
Force of Truth and Error. Truth fet home upon their 
Hearts feem’d to make them cry out in Anguifh ; and Error 
greedily embrac’d in the diftreffing Seafons, feem’d to abate 
their Diftrefs : probably they began to hope that God was 
not fo much of aSovereign as they had conceiv'd him to be. 


( To be finifbed in our next. ) 


‘Jutt Publith’d, and Sold by $. Kneeland and T. Green in 
Queenfirect. 
A Brief Account of Gop’s Dealings with E.G. Son to a 
Diffenting Minifter in Londen. To which is added, 
a Hymn intitled, An Invitation te the Vilefl, or the wondrous 
Power of FREE-GRACE. Writtenby Himserr. The 
LORD bath done great Thing: for me, whereof I am glad. 





